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Dear Members and Friends,

Once again we come to the end of an IDI 
year and what a busy and event filled year 
it has been. From the beginning of my term 
as President, I have been astounded by the 
level of commitment and professionalism 
by all those who sit on the IDI Council 
and committees. I am delighted that so 
many of our members are dedicated to the 
progression of Irish design, both nationally 
and internationally.

Throughout 2006, we strove to provide 
quality events, publications and activities 
that would appeal to you, our members. I 
hope that you had the opportunity to attend 
and participate, as your involvement and 
feedback are essential to the success of the 
Institute.

Our strategy group continue to work 
on policies that will further benefit our 
members and persist with plans that will 
communicate a cohesive design message 
to industry and government. The IDI is 
increasingly looked to for leadership and 
governance. It is our objective to provide 
world-class professional representation to 
designers. With the continued involvement 
of our membership, we can realise all 
of the Institutes aims and I encourage 
all members to bring their skills and 
enthusiasm to the IDI over the coming 
years. 

In December we held our inaugural Past 
Presidents meeting, with a view to involving 
this influential and knowledgeable group in 
the formation of a defined IDI strategy for 
2007 onwards. We were not disappointed 
with the contributions from those who were 
able to participate and we hope to publish 
the results from our discussions in the 
near future. Our patron, President Mary 
McAleese, kindly attended the event and 
lent her own voice to the debate, saying,

“It is to the credit of the Institute that 
there is such a demand for good design, 
appreciation of good design and availability 
of good design today. The publication of 
the “Best of Irish Design” book and the 
design ‘roadshows’ run by the Institute 

this year have played a key role in targeting 
the business and the design community 
across Ireland and they have highlighted 
the business benefits of design, as well as 
exhibiting the ‘Best of Irish design”.

Design week continues to progress and this 
year included International participation and 
coverage. The combined efforts of the Irish 
design organisations in the cultivation and 
expansion of the week was evident through 
both the growth in number, and the quality 
of the events. 

We sadly lost three founding members 
in 2006. Frank Ryan FIDI, Arthur Gibney 
FIDI and Gordon Lambert all passed away, 
however, their contributions will not be 
forgotten. To honour Frank’s incomparable  
dedication to design and design education, 
his continuous support of the IDI and his 
friendship to all who knew him, the IDI were 
delighted to recently inaugurate the Frank 
Ryan Student Travel Bursary. Officially 
launched by the Taoiseach, Mr. Bertie Ahern, 
TD, at the National Museum on Kildare 
Street, the event drew family, friends and 
colleagues together in recognition of Frank’s 
role in the evolution of Irish design. In his 
address, Mr. Ahern commented,

“This bursary will honour a man who during 
his lifetime played such a pivotal role in 
the development of design, and design 
education, in this country.  It is also a major 
commitment to celebrating excellence and 
exploration among our emerging designers.”

I know Frank would have been delighted 
with what will surely become a valuable 
assistance to our future colleagues.

Looking forward, I am optimistic that 
the IDI are setting firm foundations in 
the sustainable, broad growth of our 
profession. The quality of our product and 
the determination and innovation of our 
profession can only convert into increased 
appeal to both native and foreign markets. 
A progressive and unified message must be 
our ambition and the IDI will strive to achieve 
this on our member’s behalf. 

President’s Report

IDI President
Cameron Ross



Enormous gratitude must go to our 
sponsors who enable us to provide many of 
the activities and events held throughout the 
year. Your continued assistance is, as always, 
appreciated. In particular, our partnership 
with Enterprise Ireland continues to facilitate 
initiatives such as the ‘Best of Irish Design’ 
handbook and exhibition and is instrumental 
in the promotion of excellent design and 
innovation to industry.

The continued success of the IDI is in no 
small way due to the co-operation and 
hard work of many and I would like to 
acknowledge the support of a number of 
individuals that have made my year as 
President a pleasure: Arthur Duff, Selma 
Harrington and Martin Gaffney for their 

knowledge and guidance, the IDI Council 
and committees for their continued 
drive and expertise, all contributors 
and sponsors and to Rina Whyte for her 
unending enthusiasm, professionalism 
and good natured support.

Finally, I would like to thank you, 
our members, for contributing to an 
Institution that is vital - as a community, 
an advocate and a constant resource for 
inspiration and advice. 

I wish our new President, Tracy Fahey, 
the best of luck for our 35th anniversary 
year ahead. I hope she gains as much 
enjoyment from the role as I have.

Cameron Ross



Organisation Information
For the year ended 31st December 2006

IDI Council 

Officers
Cameron Ross MIDI	 President
Tracy Fahey MIDI 	 President Elect
Arthur Duff	 Immediate Past President
Selma Harrington MIDI	 Hon. Secretary
Sean McNulty MIDI	 Hon. Treasurer
Rina Whyte MIDI	 Executive Officer
Gerry Brouder MIDI	 Co-opted Consultant	

Council
Barry Sheehan MIDI	 Exhibition & Interior Representative
Maria McVeigh MIDI	 Exhibition & Interior Representative
Celine Cummins MIDI	 Exhibition & Interior Representative
Lorraine Egan MIDI	 Product & Industrial Representative
Breda Haugh MIDI	 Product & Industrial Representative
Angela Woods MIDI	 Fashion & Textile Representative
Catherine Bates MIDI	 Design Education Representative
Karen Hanratty MIDI	 New Media Representative
Mark Leslie MIDI	 New Media Representative
Andrew Bradley MIDI	 Design Management Representative
Eunan McKinney MIDI	 Design Management Representative
Richard Seabrooke MIDI	 Visual Communications Representative
Paul Kelly MIDI	 Visual Communications Representative
Carol Coffey MIDI	 Theatre, TV and Stage Representative
Ultan Courtney	 Student Representative
Martin Crotty MIDI	 Co-opted Consultant
Steve Conlon MIDI	 Co-opted Consultant
Martin Gaffney MIDI	 Co-opted Consultant
Gerry Brouder FIDI	 Co-opted Consultant

Business Address 2006
The Digital Hub
Roe Lane
Thomas Street
Dublin 8

Accountant
Thomas & Co.
Glencairn
Stillorgan
Co. Dublin

Bankers
Ulster Bank
College Green
Dublin 2



Council Report
Brief History and Statutory Background

The Institute of Designers in Ireland (IDI) is the professional body representing the 
interests of Irish designers. Its members run the Institute on a voluntary basis with 
the assistance of an Executive Officer, in full employment. There are three basic 
organisational units, namely Officers, Council and Committees.

Officers:

The Officers consist of three presidential members (current president, immediate past-
president and president-elect), the honorary treasurer, honorary secretary and executive 
officer. Officers’ meetings take place on a monthly basis a week prior to Council 
meetings. Additional meetings are held when necessary.

Council:

Council consists of the Officers and two representatives (when possible) from each 
section, elected on an annual basis. Council meets once a month to discuss the 
Institutes on-going activities and initiatives.

Committees:

A number of Committees are formed to address and implement the Institutes initiatives 
and policies or to undertake specific tasks.

The IDI is recognised at National, European and International levels as the 
representative body of the design profession in Ireland. 

We welcome members from a broad range of design disciplines. Our Council was 
originally appointed in 1972 and is subsequently reappointed by our membership for 
1-year periods.  

Membership of the Institute of Designers is open to all students, graduates and 
professionals who can satisfy the entry requirements. 

Currently there are over 300 members from a wide range of disciplines, including 
graphic design, product design, interior design, fashion and textile design as well as 
design management and those involved in design education.

All applicants for Membership of the Institute shall be citizens of Ireland or be resident 
in Ireland.

To ensure that Membership remains meaningful, the Institute lays down a Code of 
Professional Conduct, observance of which is a condition of Membership.

Memberships and representatives of:

Design Ireland
BEDA -		  Bureau of European Designers Associations
ECIA - 	 	 European Council of Interior Architects
Icograda -	 International Council of Graphic Design Associations
ICSID -	 	 International Council of Societies of Industrial Design
IFI -		  International Federation of Interior Designers



Format of Financial Statements

The accounts have been prepared in a format 
determined by the Companies Act 1963 to 2006 
(Republic of Ireland). The base currency of the 
financial statements is Euro (€).

Format of Financial Statements  

The  accounts have been prepared in a format determined by the Companies Act 1963  to 
2006 (Republic of  Ireland). The  base currency of the financial statements is Euro (E).

Books of Account 

To  ensure that proper books and accounting records are kept in accordance with  Section 
202 of the Companies Act 1990, the directors have employed  appropriately qualified 
accounting personnel and have maintained appropriate  accounts.

Principal Activities

The Institutes principal activities are representing the interests of Irish Designers. Its 
function is to promote high standards of design, to foster professionalism and to emphasise 
designers’ responsibility to society, to the client and to each other.

Our commitment to inspiration and motivation is evident through our seminars, 
publications, exhibitions, competitions and our regularly updated website. We aim to 
encourage, educate and enlighten our members and to secure and maintain recognition for 
the design profession.

Council Attendance

There were 12 Council meetings during 2006 and the following table sets out the 
attendance:

Council Member	 Number of  
	 Meetings attended

Cameron Ross MIDI	 10
Tracy Fahey MIDI	 8
Arthur Duff MIDI	 10
Selma Harrington MIDI	 9
Sean McNulty MIDI	 5
Rina Whyte MIDI	 12
Barry Sheehan MIDI	 11
Maria McVeigh MIDI	 10
Celine Cummins MIDI	 11
Lorraine Egan MIDI	 5
Breda Haugh MIDI	 12
Angela Woods MIDI	 6
Catherine Bates MIDI	 8
Karen Hanratty MIDI	 8
Mark Leslie MIDI	 3
Andrew Bradley MIDI	 7
Eunan McKinney MIDI	 2
Richard Seabrooke MIDI	 3
Paul Kelly MIDI	 9
Carol Coffey MIDI	 7



Frank Ryan Bursary			 
Cameron Ross MIDI
Celine Cummins MIDI
Arthur Duff MIDI
Selma Harrington MIDI
Martin Gaffney MIDI
Tracy Fahey MIDI
Steve Conlon MIDI
Libby Carton MIDI
Paul Hogan MIDI
Martin Crotty MIDI

IDI Information Pack			 
Cameron Ross MIDI
Rina Whyte MIDI
Carol Coffey MIDI
Damian Cranney MIDI

Intellectual Property Rights Seminar 	
Cameron Ross MIDI
Rina Whyte MIDI
Tracy Fahey MIDI
Deirdre Doherty MIDI

IDI Charity Auction			 
Celine Cummins MIDI
Deirdre Doherty MIDI

Sweet Talk Lecture Series		
Richard Seabrooke MIDI

Website	
Karen Hanratty MIDI
Rina Whyte MIDI
Cameron Ross MIDI

Semi-Bold				  
Gillian Reidy MIDI
Siobhán O’Dwyer
Tracy Fahey MIDI
Anne Kelly

International Affiliations &  
ECIA Board meeting in Dublin	
Selma Harrington MIDI
Denis Handy MIDI
Lorraine Egan MIDI
Gerry Brouder FIDI
Barry Sheehan MIDI
Celine Cummins MIDI

WHW Lecture				  
Andrew Bradley MIDI
Rina Whyte MIDI

Committees
Strategy Group				  
Cameron Ross MIDI
Arthur Duff MIDI
Selma Harrington MIDI
Martin Gaffney MIDI
Tracy Fahey MIDI

Design Week 06				  
Arthur Duff MIDI
Rina Whyte MIDI
Barry Sheehan MIDI
Cameron Ross MIDI
Richard Seabrooke MIDI
Conor Clarke MIDI
Kieran Corcoran MIDI

Graduate Design Awards			 
Deirdre Doherty MIDI
Catherine Bates MIDI
Angela Woods MIDI

Best of Irish Design Handbook		
Martin Gaffney MIDI
Sean McNulty MIDI
Cameron Ross MIDI
Arthur Duff MIDI
Selma Harrington MIDI
Rina Whyte MIDI
Barry Bodeker MIDI
Declan Lyons EI
Rachel McCormack EI

IDI Design Awards Exhibition		
Sean McNulty MIDI
Cameron Ross MIDI
Martin Gaffney MIDI
Arthur Duff MIDI
Selma Harrington MIDI
Rina Whyte MIDI
Declan Lyons EI
Rachel McCormack EI

Why Design Book 			 
Martin Gaffney MIDI
Tracy Fahey MIDI
Catherine Bates MIDI
Angela Woods MIDI

Past President’s Meeting			 
Cameron Ross MIDI
Arthur Duff MIDI
Selma Harrington MIDI
Sean McNulty MIDI
Martin Gaffney MIDI
Paul Hogan, FIDI
Martin Crotty, MIDI
Denis Handy, MIDI
Tracy Fahey MIDI
Rina Whyte, MIDI



2006 Publications
Best of Irish Design Handbook
Why Design
Creative Axis
IDI Information Pack
Annual Report
IDI Website

2006 Events
Andy Milligan Lecture
Toby Scott, Centre for Design Innovation, presents to Council
IDI presence at KDW exhibition in Kilkenny
IDI presence at Copyright Association of Ireland seminar
IDI presence at launch of Griffith College’s new Design Building & Graduation
IDI presents to DIT students, WIT students & NCAD students
IDI ‘Best of Design’ exhibition in Galway, Letterkenny and Dublin
IDI AGM
IDI honours Frank Ryan with ‘Fellowship of IDI’
IDI Intellectual Property Rights Seminar
IDI Member Seminar featuring Kevin Finn of Saatchi Design, Sydney
IDI Hosts the ECIA International Board Meeting
IDI Graduate Design Awards
IDI presence at Design & Sustainability Seminar - Cultivate, Temple Bar
IDI presence at Plan Expo with Frank Ryan Bursary
IDI member presence at Design Research Group in NCAD
IDI provides jury members to Bombay Sapphire Student Glass Competition
Inaugural Past Presidents Seminar with President Mary McAleese
Launch of Frank Ryan Student Travel Bursary by the Taoiseach, Mr. Bertie Ahern
IDI Charity Auction	
Sweet Talk Lecture Series
Design Week 06 -

WHW Lecture - Richard Seymour
Kesselskramer/Koweiden Postma Talk
2 Bee or not TWO BEE Seminar
Best of Irish Design Exhibition
Foreign Affairs of Dutch Design 
Graduate Design Awards Exhibition
Retail Design Trail
Dyson Student Creativity Day
City Walk

		



PAST PRESIDENTS

1973 Raymond McGrath RIP
1974 Arthur Gibney RIP
1975 Alpho O’Reilly RIP
1976 Kevin Fox RIP
1977 Raymond Kyne 
1978 Frank Ryan RIP
1979 Robin Walker RIP
1980 Alan Pleass
1981 Gerry Brouder
1982 Alec Pamplin
1983 Peter Metcalf
1984 George Hutton
1985 Donal Gilligan
1986 Liam Birkett
1987 Professor Iseult McCarthy
1988 Martin Crotty
1989 Denis Handy
1990 John Sugrue
1991 David Morgan
1992 Niall Brennan
1993 Frances McDonogh
1994 Brian Donnelly RIP
1995 John Tobin
1996 Michael Grogan
1997 Catriona Shaffrey
1998 Steve Conlon
1999 Hugh Wallace
2000 Sheila Robinson
2001 Sean McNulty
2002 Libby Carton
2003 Selma Harrington
2004 Martin Gaffney
2005 Arthur Duff
2006 Cameron Ross
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